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contemporary National Conservatives : although he recognised an historical tendency towards increasing the federal powers, he criticised the Weimar Republic for having unnecessarily infringed State competences. Hitler was evidently appealing to a still federalist-minded public. He merely warned it that the rights of the individual States had to be protected not for their own sake, as the particularists maintained, but in the national interest. As usual with Hitlerite statements, the question whether the " national interest ", once victorious, would demand a reformed federation or a unitary state was left to the reader's interpretation.1 There was little that was original in the idea of supporting particularist movements so long as they were directed against a democratic republic, but the demand for the Federation of dictatorial powers in the economic and other fields once it was controlled by the right-wingers.2
Whether Briining and Papen were sincere federalists or not cannot be established, and from our point of view is irrelevant* Whatever Briining wanted, the policy forced upon a man of his political views by the economic crisis implied the absorption by the Federal dictatorship of all the powers hitherto left to the States. Certainly he tried to exercise this dictatorship in collaboration with the Federal Council, and he gave some compensation to Bavaria in the form of beer tax concessions 3 for the enormous interference in former spheres of State autonomy implied by the Emergency Decrees. Eventually the Bavarians realised the position, and on November 13, 1931, while the Catholic, Bruning, was still in power, their government protested against the continous undermining of State autonomy by federalcc Emergency Decrees ". Bruning's successor, Papen, in his first official declaration reproached the Weimar Republic with having been cc a kind of institution for promoting social welfare". People who thought as he did could not find in their political ideology any place for institutions whose only justification was the promotion of welfare.
Bruning's Emergency Decrees, which cut down all social services to a minimum strictly imposed from above., rendered State autonomy an empty shell which hardly anyone could be
1  German ed. of 1933, pp. 633 ff.    In using Mem Kampf the student must not forget that at least Vol. II, from which these quotations are takens is not a personal document, but a very thoroughly considered product of the Nazi party's " brains trust".
2 See note I on p. 131.
3 Centrum und Reichspolitik, political manual for the 1930 elections, ed. Dr. Schreiber, p. 87.    For the Prussian critical attitude see Braun (op. cit., 1940), pp. 260 ff.